International Accreditation Forum, Inc. (IAF)

International Accreditation Forum (IAF) is an organization of Accreditation Bodies, Certification
Associations and relevant stakeholders organizations related to quality assurance. Accreditation
is the independent evaluation of certification bodies against recognized standards to ensure
their impartiality, competence and consistency.”

The IAF benefits regulators by assuring a rigorous accreditation process that allows companies
with accredited certificates to be “certified once, accredited everywhere.

Accredited certification is used to assess conformity against a standard, a code of practice or
regulatory requirements. Regulators can set overall policy requirements or detailed technical
requirements and rely on the accredited certification bodies to ensure compliance. Compliance
is demonstrated by the award of an accredited certificate with the IAF Mark.

A multilateral agreements (MLA) has been established between IAF Accreditation Body
members, which presently include SCC in Canada and ANSI in the United States. For a current
list of all IAF members see the IAF web site. As a condition of IAF MLA signatory membership all
accreditation bodies are required to consider certificates issued by IAF member accredited
certification bodies as equivalent within the same identified scopes. Product Certification
conforming to ISO/IEC 17065 as a main scope falls under the recognition of the IAF MLA
agreement. Hence, the ANSI accredited ISO/IEC 17065 technical evaluation report would be
considered equivalent by all IAF MLA signatories at the ISO/IEC 17065 main scope level as a
minimum.
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For more information on certification under the IAF MLA contact IAF at www.iaf.nu


https://www.iaf.nu/upFiles/IAF_Benefit_Regulators_0112.pdf?pdf=PD-How-does-ac-cert-benefit-regulators
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